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Procurement, Contract Management 
Division (Code HK), Washington, DC 
20546, telephone: (202) 358–4593, e-
mail to: lou.becker@nasa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION CONTACT:

A. Background 

Each year, NASA’s financial 
statements are audited in accordance 
with generally accepted government 
auditing standards. NASA must 
maintain adequate controls to 
reasonably assure that property, plant 
and equipment and materials are 
presented fairly in its financial 
statements. Since contractors maintain 
NASA’s official records for its assets in 
their possession, NASA uses the data 
contained in contractor reports for 
annual financial statements and 
property management. This final rule 
provides policies and procedures 
related to obsolete property, contractor 
validation of 1018 data, and proper 
reporting of software to which NASA 
has title. This change will provide for 
consistent reporting of NASA property 
by contractors. It also reflects the need 
to change the date of submission for 
annual property reports from October 
31st to October 15th. No public 
comments were received. The interim 
rule is converted to a final rule without 
change. 

This final rule is not a significant 
regulatory action, and therefore, was not 
subject to review under Section 6(b) of 
Executive Order 12866, Regulatory 
Planning and Review, dated September 
30, 1993. This final rule is not a major 
rule under 5 U.S.C. 804. 

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act 

NASA certifies that this final rule will 
not have a significant economic impact 
on a substantial number of small 
businesses within the meaning of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 
et seq.) because it clarifies existing 
property reporting policies and 
procedures contractors must follow 
when accounting for and reporting 
assets. 

C. Paperwork Reduction Act 

The Paperwork Reduction Act does 
not apply because the changes to the 
NFS do not impose new recordkeeping 
or information collection requirements 
which require the approval of the Office 
of Management and Budget under 44 
U.S.C. 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Parts 1845 
and 1852 

Government procurement.

Tom Luedtke, 
Assistant Administrator for Procurement.

Interim Rule Adopted as Final Without 
Change

� Accordingly, NASA adopts the interim 
rule amending 48 CFR parts 1845 and 
1852, which was published in the 
Federal Register on October 31, 2003 (68 
FR 62023—62026), as a final rule 
without change.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(1), 31 U.S.C. 
6301 et seq. 

[FR Doc. 04–7238 Filed 3–30–04; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 031124287–4060–02; I.D. 
032504A]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by 
Catcher Processor Vessels Using Pot 
Gear in the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands Management Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher 
processor vessels using pot gear in the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
management area (BSAI). This action is 
necessary to prevent exceeding the A 
season apportionment of the 2004 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific cod 
allocated to catcher processor vessels 
using pot gear in the BSAI.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), March 27, 2004, through 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., September 1, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh 
Keaton, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
BSAI according to the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Groundfish 
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the 
North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. 

Regulations governing fishing by U.S. 
vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2004 TAC of Pacific cod allocated 
to catcher processor vessels using pot 
gear in the BSAI was established as a 
directed fishing allowance of 2,003 
metric tons by the 2004 final harvest 
specifications for groundfish in the 
BSAI (69 FR 9242, February 27, 2004), 
for the period 1200 hrs, A.l.t., January 
1, 2004, through 1200 hrs, A.l.t., June 
10, 2004. See § 679.20(c)(3)(iii), 
§ 679.20(c)(5), and § 679.20(a)(7)(i)(A) 
and (C).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS, has determined that the A 
season apportionment of the 2004 TAC 
of Pacific cod allocated as a directed 
fishing allowance to catcher processor 
vessels using pot gear in the BSAI will 
soon be reached. Consequently, NMFS 
is prohibiting directed fishing for Pacific 
cod by catcher processor vessels using 
pot gear in the BSAI.

Classification

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA, 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such a requirement 
is impracticable and contrary to the 
public interest. This requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest as it would prevent the Agency 
from responding to the most recent 
fisheries data in a timely fashion and 
would delay the closure of Pacific cod 
specified for catcher processor vessels 
using pot gear in the BSAI.

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30–day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 25, 2004.

Alan D. Risenhoover,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–7227 Filed 3–26–04; 4:25 pm]
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